THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

one. He never altered an important word in what he
had written; he never retraced a footstep, and never
made a move in the direction of compromise with an
adversary. Those who have to do with such a man must
either break him or be broken by him. Half measures
either for him or against him are futile. Unless you
repudiate him, you must subjugate yourself to him
without reserve.

Farel (and therein is shown Farel's greatness) became
aware of this at the first meeting, during the first conver-
sation. Though so much older in years, from that hour he
subordinated himself unreservedly to Calvin. He re-
garded Calvin as his leader and master, himself becom-
ing a servant, a slave of that master. Never, during the
next thirty years, did Farel venture to contradict a word
uttered by his junior. In every struggle, in every cause,
he took Calvin's side, hastening to join Calvin at any
summons, to fight for him and aid him. Farel was the
first disciple to tender that unquestioning, uncritical,
and self-sacrificing obedience on which Calvin, a fanati-
cal subordinator, insisted as being the supreme duty of
every disciple. Only one request did Farel ever make of
Calvin, and this was at the opening of their acquaintance.
He wanted Calvin, as the sole competent receiver, to take
over the spiritual leadership of Geneva, where the master,
with his outstanding powers, would upbuild the
Reformation in a way which had been beyond Farel's
own strength.

Calvin disclosed later how long and how stubbornly he
had refused to comply with this amazing call. For those
who are children of the spirit rather than children of the
flesh, it will always be a very responsible decision when
they are asked to leave the sphere of pure thought in
order to enter the obscure and disturbed regions of
political realism. Such a secret dread mastered Calvin
for a while. He hesitated, vacillated, said he was too
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